ae 


VVhich Paper was humbly owned, and 10 40 


Major Butler. Mr. Iactſon. 
By Mr. Charles Pane. VV all, And 


Prefented by 


Butler, 


To the Honourable Committee of 


Parliament, for the Propa pagating the 
Gof pel of Chriſt JES 


was, and is attended to be made good 5 9 


Col. Danvers. Mr. Ti urner. 


ALSO 
A Letter from Mr. Goad , to Major | 
BurLE R, upon occaſion ofthefaid 
‘Pip and PROPOSALS. 
Together with 


to the ſaid fourth Paper 


By way o xplanation upon the four 
"PROPOSALS of ‘it. 


We 


Unto which is e the Fifteen Propolals 
of the MINISTERS. 


Landon, Printed for Giles Calvert, at the Black. ſpred · Eagle at the: 
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To the truly Chriftian Reader. 
| | be 

pena F all the Angels in Heaven were turned into u grand 
DY) Committee, eo conſult upon this high point Pyo 
y pagating the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, they muſt needs — 
in one Content and Vote ( Paul 
once fpakemponthelike occafion ) Who in ſufficlent? 
| We arent ſuſſicient for theſe things. 

Honourable Committee ( according to the 
Parliaments order ) bath freely and With abundance of Chriffian Civi- 
lity aud gent pers from many and 


lene{s) received many and feveral Px 
feveral forts of Men and Conſciences. ) 
I acknoWledge a moft wife providence 22 furnipbing this fourth 
paper with Chriftian Voluntiers, fully fabicribing , left 
no convemience for my ſubſcription : But fine the number of Propo fals 
incraaſad, abr litelebopes appears oftheir Time and Par- 
poſe (F of Reading, yet hardly ) of Examining azd oils all of chem. 
I am therefore humbly bold to prefent this Explication and Teſtimony, 
together with the Scripturet at large, for the more clear and eaſie diſco 
very of the ence and icopesntended. ; 
The Stationer Was ſolicitous of gratifying the defire of many with the 
fight of the Miniſters fifteen Propofals , 4s adfo of Mr. Goads Letter, 
and therefore are they both preſeured. The liberty of Prophefying, and 
the liberty of Trying, and the liberty of prefenting unto Trial, are Mer: 
cies now vonchfafedte us, of higher value, then rf ſtreets ( like thofe 
of Jerafalem to come) were (literally) of pure Gold, or if all our {tones 
were the richeſt Diamonds and Rubies. 
My bumble defire is, to all that faar God, to cry to him to guide by 
bis own Spirit, both the Honourable Committee. and the high Court of 
Parliament, to be jealous of their on Inſufficiencies to perceive the 
heighth of this buſineſ : the eaſineſi of miſtaking, the ſubtlety of the 
Serpent ( whe is not yet bound up from deceiving whole Nations) the 
Piety and Equity of Soul-freedom,the guilt ef this Nation, 4s te Nati- 
onal fuperititions, and Will-worlhips 1 II to the ſotting of the spirt- 
tu Crown of Chtiſt Jefus wpon Henry 8. bis head, and fo ever frnce, , 3] 
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Prop ofals the. “humbly 
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Prefented 5 Honaurable Committee for the Pro- 3 
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pe wewld fend forth 


awe 


Sheep « amongst Welves.che 


Fer we cannot but fpeak the ‘hes which Wwe have [een and beard. 


1 Cor, 12. Nos wan iba 15 ‘the Lord, but 2 


it 


Fohn to, 11. Verily I fay 
door into she Sheepfold 


unto He that not in by 


bn — ome other w the fame tsa 
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Lard of lg, with respeEt of 
el bith Amen; 30 bayou 55 


Rumbhy Whether Chriſte 
us, the Lord of the Hate), doth not lend fm 
Labourers into his Vineyard, furniſhiug chem b 


has Spirit, and bearing witneſs to their Labours, 


‘Without the Teftimony and Reward of 
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4.4 4% 0. Bat 1 whether it be 
the fig bt of Gad to bearken unto more then unte God; 
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(2) 


Propof. I I. 


Rom Mat. 13. 24. The Parable of tbe Ta, ver. won: ‘The Fielli 


the world ; the good [eed the children of the Kingdom, but the Tares 
the children of the wicked one. 


AQs 5. 34. tothe 40. Gamaliels advice concerning the Apoftles. 
1 Cor. 11. 19. For there muft be alſo Herefies jou, that they 
which are approved may be made manifeſt amongst you. 
2 pet. 2.1. But there were falfe Prophets among ſt them: even fo 
tbere ſhall be falſe Teachers among St you, who privily ſball bring in dam- 
nable Herefies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 55 upon 
themſelves ſwift deftruttion. So on to ver 10. 


Jude 3. 4. 15. Contend earneftly fer the faith Which was once » deli 
veredte the Saints, for there are certain mencrept in. Cc. 


2 Tim. 2. 24, 25,26. Aud the ſervant of the Lord muſt not ftrive, 
but be gentle towards all men; If God peradventure will give them Re- 
pentance, & c. 


uke 9 49. 50. And fab anfwered and faid, Maſter, we law one 

cating out devils in thy name, and We forbad him, becau{e he followetb 
not with us. And Fefus ſaid unto him, Forbid bim nat, for be that is not 
us, for us. 


2. lt is humbly Propoſed, Whether it be not 
the Will (or Counſell) of God that there muſt be 
Hereſies, yea damnable Hereſies, that ſuch who are 
approved may be made maniſeſt? And whether 
it be not the pleaſure of God, that the Judgement 


and Condemnatidn of Gochs falſe Teachers and 
Hereticks he lefts to ? 
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Propoſ. III. 


Rom Rom. 1 4.4 Who art thou that judgeft another mans fervant? 


1 Cor.7.23. You are bought witha price, be not the fervants of 
Gal.1.16. I conferred not With fleſh and blood. 
Gal. 5. 1. Stand faft in the liberties wherewith Chrift hath made 


you free. 
Heb. 11,6. Without faith it us impoſſible to pleaſe God. 


1 John 4. 1. Believe not every Spirit, but try the ſpiriti, whether 


they be of God. 
‘ Rom. 14. alt. Whatfoever is not of faith is fin, Cc. 


3. It is humbly Propoſed, Whether for the Ci- 
vil powers to aſſume a Judgement in Spirituals, 
be not againſt the Liberties given by Chrift Je- 
ſus to his people? : 


_ 
—— 


Propoſ. IV. 7 


52 4. Whether it be not the duty of the Magiſtrate 


to permit the Jews, whofe converſion we look 


for, to live freely and peaceably amongſt us ? 
A 2 | 
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Goads 
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Our Paper which’ youlefe with me, hath fet 

thoughts on about the way of the 

propagating of the Goſpel, concerning which, 

Aut homines tot ſenrent ia; we are neither of 
P., nor Apollo, nor Cepbas we ate come 
into the unity of the Spirit, we are come to 

N the Iuage of all, and co J Mediator of the new: 
Covenant, 


A 12 57 7% pe ‘ 
| 


Covenant, we are returned unto the Archbifhop of our Soul, 
and we cannot go back to mens /adgements though ſeem- 
ing Pillars, nor give our voice for che uſe of any Carnal 
weapens , knowing ſuch as are mighty through God to caſt 
down freng holds, and high imaginations, and co wraſtle 
with principalities and powers, and the Ruler of the dark- 
neſs of this world, to which all the power, wiſdom, and 
riglieoaſueſs of man is altogether infufficient, w hilſt reach - 
ing not unto the Con ſcience, where only comes the de- 
monſtration of the Spirit and power: and it it be ſaid that 
the Spirit goes forth in theſe, ſt is anfwered, that the Spi- 
rit going forth, diſmiſſeth theſe, as Gideon did his Soul- 
diets: Thus faith the Lord of Hoſts, Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, when he was to build the Temple : 
it is the Crofs of Curiſt by which we are ſaved, and God 
forbid we ſhould rejoyce in any ching fave that, by which 
the world is Crucified unto us, even in its wiſdom and 
righteoufnefs,and to undertake to carry the Cro/s by the ſe, 
is nonſence and contradiction; it is to make it of none et- 
fect, which is weakne/s and foolsfhnefs. unto the world, 
ſtronger andwifer then the world. God hath made us able 
Atiniſlers of the new Teſtament, not of the Letter, but 
of the Spirit ; and to go forth in any ftrength and wiſdum, 
but in the Spirits, is to doubt of the Spirits truth and pow- 
er: and if it be asked where this power is, we anſwer, that 
it hach been long withdrawn, that the man of Sia might 
be revealed,: but it will come forth, and is now coming, 
and we ate reſolved to be Seat, and fool: in Chriſt, till we 
come forth in him, the wiſdom of Cn, and the power ot 
Ged to ga forth in man, according to the Propofals of 
lome uato the Committee, is to go fon for Chriſt, again 


bim : Tbe Spirit of Cad his pre ſence Hid 


— 
* 
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the revealing of the man of 74 as the light keeps out the 
durtneſt: It is his return only that can deftroy that fn: 
and All goings forth of man againſt it, is the going forth 
of dartneſt, and ſin, and Satan, and fo is but à further re- 
vealing of the man of fin, whofe appearance is in all de- 
ceivablene/s of unrighteou{ne/s in them that perifh. Bleſſed 
ate they who go forth in, and with the Lord, to the pro- 
pagation of the Gofpel, pray that it may have free paſlage, 
and be glorified ; The Cauſewayes that we make for it, 
böbſtruct it, that is, not preparing the way ofthe Lord: 
Chrift is the way, the truth, and the le: let me have no 
Cod, no Chrift, nor Truth that cannot defend themſelves 
and me, or deliver themſelves and me into freedome 
having upon defiga ſuffered bonds to be put upon them, 
and therefore let error, ſin, and hell, and darłneſi come fort 
in their power, it is the will of Gd they ſhould do fo, and 
that Pharaoh fhould rife unto his full greatneſs, that he 
may appear ta be aBove him, and get himſelf honour up 
on him. Antichriſt is now getting up upon his laſt legs, 
whofe feet are Iron and Clay, there is life no where but in 
his ſtump, which is not enough to quicken him throughly 
in this his laſt image and ferm, in which he is coming 
forth: how ſoon was he thrown down in his laſt ape e 
ance and rifing among us? even before he could bete, his. 
teeth were broken Cod {mote him on the Cheek bone 
before the Thorns were grow hard to prick, the fre took 
hold of hem, and Cod is finiſhing the work apace, ang 
cutting it hore in righteoufnels, even his utter conſumpmon 
and defiruétion by the e of his 2 There is 
n cauſe to fear for the tay) of this ſmoking 


fire brand, fon . 
the of the Lord upon it is not 
ot ſo ate all the dealings, 
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of men inthe thires bf God: and this foundation thie 


shi of AN fon 


found at 
Brines, Chri Pis thtnlt GE His bffice'! who is the 
Corner fone refuted of the durlders; fetting up the in ſelves in 
his plate, and putting weapons into the evil ſer v ams hands 
to Heat his felom ſer dants, hecauſe che Lord and Mafter 
ees his Coming knowing Chek oir ſtrength istofie 
éthet foundation can no mat lay but that which is 
laid, even Pefus-Chrif and to make Paal or Apollo auß 
thiog, is by the Sen of God in Pal, interpreted to be the 


God Which he that doth, him fall Sad deſtroy, 1 cr. ;. 
Th is How held forth in fome Propofals, bath 
been the foundation of all the perſechtion and confuſion 
which hath been in the Churches: ho hath the God of 
chis world blinded wens eyes? how are thoſe which 
Werte clothed Srartet nOw imbracing the 
foul goes forch in pitty to them: “fore be faved) 
but it will be by fire {bik how would I layer them from 
that fire, God is going de his way conquering afd co cn. 
quer, whio Wilk fer thie horas btyars againſt Him? te 
geo through Ad Burn Mutk 
Where the indignation che’ Lord of Tare fallen, even 
thoſe that Havt in his way’, And would nor 
bon Harb pro 


hind fret paffige; there Wes 
Agäinft Sut prefent State; töngge thar Hach riſen 
che Bifbops , and the treachery joyried with in the 
and that Balan Incancatigns are in vain, 
he Wath leſt dé b 


Of another foapdation and defiling the Temple of 
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tell them what,areptoach 
lies upon them from all Nations, that they have of 
Religion, and that they giye berty to all hereſſes and fan 
‘tapticab bur erb they 
wiles, the Lord by his Spirit will ſuddenly be Anon, ihm 
from his Temple, and his voice will be heard, vex the Mi- 
dianites, and [mite them, and to the Moles and Bags.chey 
from the glery of his-Majefty from hence fsith be 


ficth. 2100 


The Philiftims know hefe Samplons ſtrength lies, bu: 


he bath been weak and blind long enough, he fhall make 


for no more [port with him, your houle is left defolate, 


hands arg fhaking the main. ptars of it, O ye Phili- 
! All forth of Antichrif are 


fair and well looking, and there is nothing intended but 
weeding out the Tares, and the good of the Corn; but the 
Husbandman knows that by this husbandry the Mheat will 
be pulled up with the Tares; nay the Wheat will be de- 
ſtroyed, and the Tares noutimed, and the Lora is now re- 
ſolved that the Wheat ſhall ſpread and flouriſh, and he will 
come himſelf and fever the Tares from it, and throw out 


theſe husband men, with them, into the fire. 


The Spirit of cbriſt ſaith, Remove has theſe mens Tents, 
Yourlaft Querie is concern ws, whetherthey 
may be tolerated among us, or no: 


now in defign in fome Propofals, which I believe the Pro- 
; gsc do not fee, therefore Father forgive them, for they 

now not what they de; even to caſt out, ſcatter, and de- 
ſtroy thofe imward ſpiritual lems, the {eed of the bleſſed, 


which rejoyce in Chrift xeſs, and have no confidence in 
the fleſn; I have given my teſtimony in this thing, and it 


look when the 


ſtands before the wor/din Print, and now l 
Lord 


B 
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begimagain to vex wich theſe 
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(29) 

Lord will wienefs unto me; not fecretizto them: which he 
doth already but open’), for which work he is at the door, 
And fo wifhing you the preſence of the Lord with you, | 
reft, waiting with you for his Kingdome, Sack of 


March 8. 1651. 


1 
Yours 
| CHRISTOPHER GOA. 
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A Teftimony to the 4th, Paper prefented 
by Mao BUTLER tothe 


Honorable (ommittee for 
Propagating the Goel. 


vouchſafe that Honourable Comonittee Time and 

Hearts to examine the Scriptures alleaged ia that 
Paper: And at preſent, that they may pleaſe to weigh 
(with thoſe double weights of the Sanéfuary) this ham- 


ble — of the Fou ee 


Firſt, As to the fitſt of ſe ading 
forth of his own lueſſengert I humbly pray it may be 
remembred, that there isa twofold Miniſtry of Chrif 


Fefus) 
1. The one of * aod Teachers feeding the Flog 


already Chriftian and Conwerted. 

2. The other of wMeffengers or ‘Apoftles font horch 
to convert and beget to Chriff. Of this fore I humbly 
conceive is the now in dabatelbeſote yous and 
of this ſort is that Sending and. Qneflioning fo. lage and 
punctual (Kom ro How can they Preaab, 
they be Apaſtlia u, or Sent? Upon Which 
Diſtioction i humbly atfet thtee chings to be 
tly fappofeds Firſt, and ies in 


che Men feat! sarcaces pomer, ja the 
Senders, 
B 2 


| T ismy humble Petition to the God of Heaven, to 


Miniftry of 
Chrift ieſus. 


. | 
| 
| 
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I Fuſt to the ems, Mate io. afterwards to all 


“Mis fending & 14 Chapters. The Walde 


of Props Wicklevifis, the Hufsites, the Lutherans, the Calui. 
“all, the Reign See. ONS io 


Senders, according to that Rule; Greater i the Sender 
shen she Sent. Thirdly, it ſuppoſes an wnconverted eſtaut 
in the eo le to whom ſuch Meffengers are ſent to preach 
and Which are three ſuch Kets, that none 
that l know of proſeſſing Chriſt Je ſun, theſe many hun- 
dred years, have been able to untie, and to prove ſuch 

2 cminiftery extant, otherwiſe then by fome ſeeming) 
Prudential Invemious, or the Power of the Sword, 

311). 

cbvift Secondly, Chriſt peſus did immediately fend forth 


mediate fend: jengers (Legales d Lattre) his LEXX. Luc: 10. 


Nations, 16. Chriſt did immediitely | fend 
forth by his Spirit, and mediately by the Charch-at An. 

toch, Act. 13. He immediately ſtirr d up Paul and A- 
pollos, &c. not only without Civil, but alfo without 
Spiritual and Church power, Yea fince the Apoffafie and 
Rifing ofttotichrifiy He hach im al Aged: ſtirr d up his 
to wirne (in a poor and ‘mournful fackclotb) 


nſes, the 


Theſe Proteſtant Witneffescouldmever clean up theit 
or (as Bifhapsior Bresbyters) yet 
them with Pro · 
hetical C of Tranſlaing and Expownding- the Seri: 
— I ſay, they were as — ſtirr d 
up by Chi e who doubtleſs hach now ſtirred up 
more then ever were in this men of Prophetical 
Gif? sand Spirits, ¶ Gentlemen, Lawyers, Phy fitians, Spal- 
diers, Trade {men }iome adorned with Humane Learning, 
othersonly with the Scriptures. And doubelefs ſuch 1 
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his faith ulneſi and love to his Chofen , that he will yet * of wbicdbs 
ftir up his Witweffes. and Prophets’, yea and in his time r. , 
Apofiles and Meffengers to the Nations of the World, 1% in the | 
whole * Géfts, Calling, Work and Wages ſhall all be from Hiteling- -. 
Himſelf. Miniſtry &c. 

Laſtly, as to thoſe Terms of Teſtimom, or Reward i 
of Men; I am far from obſtructing any countenance 
or encouragement to any whom Chrifh leſus ſtirs up. 
This only I fay ,, 1. It ſcems to be an angoſpel or 
unchriſtian task put upon the Civil State, viz, To 
grant Licences ( as the Bifhops) for Preaching, &c. 
2. It is not hard to guefle, That were it not for the sere iznot - 
Magiſtrates Pay and Sword, very few would be found 22 i 
to ſollicit e his 7eſt or Teſtimony. But doubtleſs fuch epee bu 
Preachers, who (either above or under board) make a T0 er tet.. 
Bargain for fo much, or fo much, without which they n. 
will not be ſent; J humbly conceive they can never garded. 
be {aid to be ſent by Chrift peſus, although all the Civil 
Powers in the World fhould ſubſcribe totheir Commif- 
ſions and Sendings. 


To the fecond Head, of Permitting Falſe trachers ang 
Hereticks >) Lam humbly confident, that (from the Serz> 
ptwres alleadged ) it will appear to be the will f God, = 
that Chriftians/and: A ntichriftians » the heat 

i permitted to dwell, to trade, 


4 
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(13) 

2 — — die in the common Field of the World to- ai. 
fe(us Chriſt himfelf, and his Servants, have moſt com- 
monly been accounted ,and have ſuffered as the greateſt “a 

Decei vers, Seducers , Hereticks and: Blafphemers in the 
World. 3. The | 


Bloody re. and eſſentia 


(14) 
3. The Body of this Nation, and of all Nations pro. 
feſſiag Chriftianity, profeſſing to know Chrift peſus in 
word and in works denying him, cannot but be acknow- 
ledged to live and die (if without Repentance) in con- 
ſtant real and practical Denyings and Blaſphemings of 
Chrift leſus. | 
Chrift telus 4. Chiff leſus hath not been without Care againſt 
bas courfe Hereticks and Bla[phemers | 
with Baile Pirſt, by judging them that are within among the 
N Saints: therefore (1 Tim. 1.) Paul delivered Hyminens 
and Alexander unto Sathun, that they may learn not to 
_ Secondly, by judging them without: Firſt, ſome- 
oo times by horrible jadgmenrs in this life; fometimes by 
ſubduing them by his Spirit, as Past from his per ſecuting 
and blaſphemoas courſes. 
Thirdly, As for the wilfully and finally o/inare, 
they ate ordained ( faith Peter and Jude) to con- 
ate And their jadgment and damnation ſleep- 
eth not. 


To che third Head, concerning the Civil Magifindtes 
. Commiiſſion in Spiritmals, 1 humbly conceive, 

[eeu in that | &) That in theſe late years GOD hath made it evi - 

dent, that all Ci Magifiraciein the World is meerly 

ny And that the Civil 

Ret, berwoen Can truly take coguiſunce of nothing, as a Civil Ma- 

— what is proper and within his Civil Sphtar. 

if a Saint; hatha Spirirval power, and 

ſo all and he that pattakes more of 

abr Spirit, hath more of chriſt power; whatever 

7 hit out wurd coaddtioa be. WM 1 
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2. By the laſt Will and Teftament of Chrift jefus, — 
we find not the leaſt title of Commifsion to the Civil 
Otagiſtrate (as Crvil) to jadge and ad in the matters of 
his S yrrit ual Kingdom. | | 7 | 
3, That great pretence from the Land of Camaan, 
and the Kings.of Jfrael and pudah, hath been in theſe 
late years proved but weak and ſandie, and the Lord 
lefas Chrift himſelf to be the Antitype of all thoſe Fi. 
giures, the King and Head of all the Iſrael of God. Fotm. 
ing, Reforming his people, &c. 


Hence, although ic be the Duty of Kings, Queens, rhe Saints 
Magiſtrates to be nurſing Fathers and Mothers to the "54s 


whiulever the 


Saints : Although it be che Saints Duty. tO pray for M agifirates 


Magiftrates, chat they may live peactably under them in he Tomes 


all Godline/s and Honefly, Jer. 29. and 1 Tim 2. Vet 
e the Mag iſtrates to be never fo ungodly, idola- 
trous, blaſpbumous, bloody, (as they were in the firſt 300 
years after Chriſt) yet C leſas failed not, nor wil, 

to preferve his Saints in the Power and Spirit of true 
Chriftianity and Gaulineſt And contrarily, the Saints 
ne ver difcovered fo bright an Image of Chriſt leſa: 
fince, in thoſe times wHerein Canſt ant ine and fo many 
after him have uled and drawn their Civil fwords in 

Spiritual cauſee s.. 
Our Fathers b England, though famous for 


0 efore us in 
Civil Laws, and Wats, and Widtories, yet 


trod the Round, and walbed in a Circle, plant and. 


url up, plant and piuri up, aswe iir Childten do: 
and all for wantot Commiſſions from Chr iſt Ie/us, and 
his Inſtructious and Promiſes in ſuch a Work. The 
Parliament eſtahliſhed King Henry the 8. Head of the 
this Supremacy hath continued in fuus 


(lant 


they but 
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The bickerings Rant Printes fince. Vet firlt, what/Dila 
bout the Title For while the Clergy 


tuals, after the pattern of the Kings of J/rael and 


Civil ſ word. Judah ; the truth is, that Parliaments and People 


ſince have pleaded, That Princes could not receive 
but what the Parliaments gave them, and the P- 
liaments could not give them but what the People 
gave the Parliament their Repreſentative; which could 


not poſſibly be a Spiritual and Soul- power. 


Secondly, the Work hath never proſpered Um 
fucceeding Times, more enlightened: by Chrift Ieſus, 


nave ſtili been breaking down and pulling up. For in- 


ſtance: The Proteſtant Bifhops with their Engh Com. 
5 fupplanced the Popifh Bifhops and theit Lu- 
tine Maſſe The Presbyterians and their Scotch Directo · 
ries, aſter ſome Diſputes, at laſt rout the Proteſt ant Bie 
fhops and their Common-Prayers: Now the Parliament 
being gracioufly pleaſed to remind the Providence of 
the moft High, in uſing Inſtruments of various Conſci- 
ences in their late Service, cannot but expect to be fol- 


mon Pr 


licited by ſome of theſe Conſciencet, and to be zcalouſly 
told, that Chriſt ian Kings and Magiſtrates ſuccecd the 
Kings of Iſrael and Judah, in the power of Eſtab liſning 


Religion, and Reforming it, of Defining Dolirines, eſpe- 


cially Fundamentals; of Puniſhing the contrary as 
Heretic and Rlaſphemers ; of, Granting Licences and 


Authority to Preachers , of ſeeing their HV ages paid 
them, &c. And therefore that they are bound, as they 
will anſwer it to God, to Chtiſt, to their own ſouls, 


dad the fouls of others, to ſettle Religion, to Eſtablin 


| ſomething, &c. But, 


| 


| 
reements a. 
ve preacht 


‘time, el the Divinam of the Princes in 
. lous for the 


i * * 
> 
> 
‘ 
4 
My 
> 
ii 


(17) 
My humble Prayer fhall be to Him that is on wife, 


foro guide this Renowned Parliament, that they may 


ſee and ſnun the Rocks on which our Fathers (as touch- 


ing a State - Religion) both Papiſt and Proteſtant have 


made moft woful fhipwrack. And that they may be 
eaſed to remember, that be the Plants never fo new, 
0 fair, ſo hopeful; yet while National , while State- 
plants, and infivced, our Spiritual Lord the Lord lefus 
will fooner or later eradicate and pluck them up, untill 
: laſt che work and glory be given to Himſelf, to work 
freely and in his own way, by the free Breathings of his 
moſt 2 Spirit, in the mouths and hearts of ſuch 
by wham and in whom he freely pleaſeth. 


* Hence, oh that ĩt would pleaſe the Father of Spiri is 


to affect the heart of the Parliament wich fuch a merci- 
ful ſenſe of the Soul- Bars and Yokes which our Fathers 
have laid upon the nec of chis Nation, and at laſt to pro- 


claim a true and abſolute Saul freedom to all the people 


of the Land impartially; ſo that no perſon be forced 
to pray nor pay, otherwiſe then as his Soul believeth and 


conſenteth. This Ac, as I believe it to be the abſalute sou feu. 
will oß G, as to this and all the oppreſſed Nations of 


the World ; fo will this moſt prudent State find it to be 
a principal Expedient for two. great ends: Birft, the 
cafing and ſweetening the minds of the people of this 
Nation, who have fo long cried out of Burthens, &c. 
Secondly, the preventing all the Clergical Deſigns ot 


Nation, 


one ſort or another, when the whole people of che 


Nation ſhall be engaged as one man to maintain that 


Power, that hath from Heaven ſet them free from fo 


great and fo long continued 10 
Such a Service for Ged * Nuien, canaot but be 


A- 
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ang the Jews, and freely (without their asking) to make 


| 


oy permi 


ole of the Nation hall not freely clofe with in Wor 
and Maimienance ) the wifdome of the moft 


| (18) 
attended with many objecbions: To all which (as ilſo 


a feafon) to ſuch of the Clergie, whom a 


ny Town or 


High is in 
of 
umbly ice 


nitely able to direct the Commoenwealths Hi 
Parliament, and doubtiefs will, if they 
their want, and beg ſopply from him, 


Upon the Scriptures, and the at Head, as rouch- 


ing the BNS. I humbly conccive it to be the Duty 


of che Civil Magifirate to break down that ſuperſtitiom 
wall if feparation\as to Civil things) between us Gentiles 


way for their free and peaceable Habitation amongſt 
us. And the rather, becauſe that People (however 
a ſeaſon under a moſt terrible Fcclipſe) yet, 


1. The holy Seripture faith, that they are a Beloved 


af the Jews. people, and belowed (as we ſometimes amworthy chile 


the propagating of Chrift 
to other pe 


dren) for their Fathers fake. 


2. They are a people above all the les and Mai 
ons in the World, under moft and 
Promiſes. 

3. We Gentiles by their fal have had che oceafton 
of our rifing ta the bleffed and joyful Knowledge ofa 


Saviour. 


4. Theiv again to bwnend imb race Chrift 


is promiſed to be as 4% from the dead, not omy to 


5. Out 2 hind of fenfe of thefe things, we 
and rey for theit 


1 

4 

} 


6. As other Nations, fo this eſpecially, aad the Kings The Gait sf 
thereof, have had juſt caufe to fear, that the unc hriſtian 2 * 


and inhumanities of this Nation of it,ace she 
againſt the Jews, have cried to Heaven againſt this Na. h 
ton and the Kings and Princes of it. 7 ah 

What horrible opprefsiens and horrible flaughters have 
the Jews ſuffered from the Kings and peoples of this 
Nation, in the Reigns of Hemy 2. K. lohn, Richard 1. 
and Edward 1. Concerning which not only we, but the 
lews themſelves keep Chronicle? 

For the removing of which gaili, and the pacifyin N 
of the wrath of the moſt High againſt this Nation, ‘al ? 
for the furthering of that great end of propagating tze 
Gopel of Chriſt Ieſus; It is humbly conceived to be a 
great and weighty Duty which lies upon this State, to 
ovide (on the Jews account) ſome gracious Expedients — 
ſuch holy and truly Cbriſtias Ends. 
Laſtiy, 1 humbly ¢rave leave to ſay, That I am not %% 
without thoughts of many obſectians, and cannot wich- Jen. 
out horror think of the Jews killing of the Lord l of 
their curſing themſelves and their poferity; of the wrath 
of Gad upon them; of their denying the Fandamentals 
of all our Chriſtiam maſbip; of ſome crimes alleaged 
forwhich they have been ſo affliéted by this Nati; 
of their known Induſtry of inriching chomſelves in all 
places where they come. But I dare not prejudice the 
high wifdom and experience of the State, abundantly 
neh and able to provide anſwerable Expediemi, if once 
it pleaſe the moſt High to affect their Honorable breaſts 
with the piety and equity , the duty anid: necefsity of fo 
great a Work. 

R PP. 
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A wh 


cui ſe mary 
bave ¢ 

fired a 
of the Mini- 
ſters P 


fals, they are 


therefore here 
fabjoyned, 


bation, anle/s 
2 inthe Faith, under the hands of {ix Godly Mini- 


(200 


‘The humble ‘Propofals of the Minifters 


v ho preſented the Petetion to the Parliament, Feb ti. 


aud other Perſons, for the Furtherance and Propa- 


ere of the Gofpel in this Nation: wherein the 
having had equal Reſpect to all Perfons fearing Go 
thong 
wil tend to and Peace. 


Hat Perfons of Codlineſs and Gifts, in the U- 
niverſities and elfwhere, though not Ordained, 


1. 


ra be admitted te preach the Goſpel, being ap. 
proved when they art called s. 


perfor be admitted to Trial and 


2. That no 


Appro- 
ebring 2 Teſtimonial of bis Pieiy and 


fters and Chriſtians gathered\together fer that end and 


tata 
peſe unte he hess perfonally tnomn; of which num- 
ur the to be Miniſters. 


3. That à certain number of 


Eminencie, and known Ability and Godlineſs, be appoint- 


ed to fit in every County, to eine, ſange and approve 


all fuch perfons; as being to preath me Goſpel, have recei- 
ved Teſtimony as above, And in caſe there fhall not be 
found a competent number of ſuch per ſons in the fame Coun- 
ty, that others of one or more neighbour Counties be ad- 
jeyned to tles. 


4. That care be talen for the removing the Refidue of the. 


Miniſters who are Ignorant, Scandalous, Nonreſident, of 


: mosey of the Publike peace: and of al Schoolmafters 


ſbal be found Popifh, ſcandalous, or difaffetted to the 


Government of the Commonwealth. 
| 5. Tha 


Of differing jaa gmenti, do hope alfo that they 


perfonsMinilters and others 


* 

* 
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5. That to this end, a Number of perfons, Minifters and 
athers of eminent piety, zeal, faithfulne[s, ability and pru- 
dence, be appointed by Authority of Parliament to go through — 
the Nation, toenquire after, examine, judge of, and eject 
all fuch perfons as 2 be found unfit for the Miniſtery, or 
teaching of Schools, being [uch as above deſcribed. 

6. That for the expediting this work, theſe perſont may 
be afsigned in feveral Companies or Committees, to the 
fix Circuits of the Nation, to refide in each 7 the Counties 
for ſuch a convenient [pace of time as ſball be requiſite, un- 
till the work be done: And calling to their Afiftance in 
their reſpecti ve Circuits fuch Godly and able Minifters and 
dtbers in cach of the Counties where they fhall refide, to 

afsift them in this work, as they fhall think fit. #1 
7. That theſe perfons Ars and Commifsioned, may be 
impower d, before they ſball depart ont of each County, to 
return and to reprefent unto the Parliament the Names of 
ft and faf ficient per ſons, Miniſters & others to be appointed 
and approved of, ſuch as ſpall be called to preach the Gof pel 
in {uch Counties: And in the mean time, the perfons ſo 
Commifsioned as aforeſaid, ſpall bave power while they re- 
ide in each County, to examine, judge and approve of fuch 
perfons, as having a Call to preach the Gofpel in fach 
Counties, fhall upon fich Teltimonial as aforefaid, offer 
themfelves to Examination. 

8. That it be sropofed, that the Parliament be pleafed to 
take fome ſpeedy and effectual courſe, either by tmpowcring 
the perfons in the feveral Counties to be 8 for 
Trial and of fuch as fhall be called 


preach the Goſpel there: Or in {uchother way as they ſball 

think fit, the. uniting and dividing of Pariſhes in the 
feveral Counties & Cities 1 8 ths Commonwealth, 

3 


| 


the Civil rights and priviledges of each Parith. 

9. That all Minifters fo ſent forth and eſtabliſbed, be 
enjoyned and required to attend the folemn Worthip of 
God, im Prayer, Reading and Preaching the Word, 
Catechiſing, and Expounding the Scriptures , as occ aſian 
fhall require, viſiting the fick, and inſtructing from houfe 
10 house; reſiding among it the people to whom ghey are fent, 


fouls unio Chri ft. 

10. That it i deſi ed, that no be required io receive — 
the Sacrament , further then ther Light fhall lead them — 
unto. Nor na 


er ſon ſent forth to preac h and already 


or which [hall 
compelled adminifier the Sac rament to any, but ſuch ae 
he ſbal approve of, as fit for the ſame. 
11. Thats Law ded, that all perfons what- 
ſee ver within this Nation 
like Preachi 


fuse, perſant as through ſcrupli of Conſcience ain 
12, Tha whereas divers perfons are unfatisfied to come 
1e iche publike places of hearing the Word,upon this Account, 
that thofe places were Dedicated and Conſecrated That 
the Paliament will be 

are made ue of and conti nac, only for the berter convenien- 
cis Of perſani meeting for the publ 
canfideration, 

13. That A perfons diſſentimę from the Doctrine and 
Men Worhhip emnead by the State, or confenting there- 
a, and yet not having adwantage or pp 


7 


and ujing all gare and diligence by ali ways and means to vin 
¢ placed in any Pa iſb within this Natton, be 


required to attend ta the pub. 
of the Golpel, every Lords Day, in places 


ike Worfhip of God, and 


| 
in reference to the preaching of the Gofpel there } faving | 


pleafed to declare, that ſuch places 


[ome 


. 2 ] 
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fame of the Meeting - places, commonly called 

Churches; be required to meet (F they have am conſtant 
meetings) in places publikely known, and to give notice to 
fome Magiftrate of {uch their place of ordinary meetings. 

14. That this Honorable Committee be defired to pro- 
poſe to the Parliament, That ſuch who do not recerve, but 

poſe thoſe Principles of Chriſtian Religion, wit hont ac- . ote end 
whereof the clearly and plainly fon of which 
affirms that Salvation & not to be obtained ,as thofe formerly mation » the « 
complained of by the Miniſters; may not be ſuffered to pene — idhed 
or promulg ate any thing in oppofition unto fuch Principles. ie inftane: 

15. And further, That the Parliament be humbly de- — . 
fired to take ſome ſpee dy and eſfectual courſe for utter Fundamen- 
fupprefsing of that Abominable Cheat of Judicial Aſtro- ‘in cay 
logie, whereby the minds of Multitudes are corrupted, and — wind aby 4 
turned aſide from depending upon the Providence of God, bal 


to put their Truſt in the Lyes of Men, and Delufions af — 


Sathan. 


— 


Upon this new Project of theſe Fifteen Propofals, 
and Fifteen Fundamentals: Ido humbly beg of the 
Father of Spirits, that He will either graciouſly pleaſe 
to ftir up che Hearts of theſe Worthy Men to put in 
ſome Chriftian Retralũ ation; or el ſe the Hearts of ſome 
olf his Faithful Witneſſes (againſt ſuch Graven Images) 
to preſent ſome faithful and truly Chriftian ‘obferve~ 


> 
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